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Hear her story of going down again and again into the very jaws of slavery, to
rescue her suffering people, bringing them off through perils and dangers enough
to appall the stoutest heart, till she was known among them as ‘Moses.’
From Scenes in the Life of Harriet Tubman by Sarah H. Bradford
Harriet Tubman
Baystatebanner.com

According to author Jean M. Humez,
“Harriet Tubman was born into slavery
during a time when slavery was being
eliminated in the North due to religious
and economic factors. In contrast, the
development of a cotton-based economy in
the South was expanding and increasing
the need for the slavery system.”
Tubman was born in Maryland and spent
the first twenty-five years of her life as a
slave. She worked in the fields and was
often hired out to other masters, many of
whom were tyrannical and brutal. She
also worked as a field hand loading wood
and worked in houses cleaning and
caring for sick children. Maryland was a
border state with easy access to
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, where

Enslaved Peoples could flee to
freedom. Thus began the
Underground Railroad. In her book,
The Life of Harriet Tubman, Humez
states, “During her youth a key life
moment occurred and this experience
stayed with her throughout her life
and figured into her decision to risk
the dangers of an attempted escape
and protect her remaining family at
all costs. Tubman stated, “I had two
sisters carried away in a chain-gang—
one of them left two children.”
Physical violence was a part of daily
life for Tubman and her family. The
violence she suffered early in life
caused permanent physical injuries.
Tubman later recounted a particular
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day when she was lashed five times before
breakfast. She carried the scars for the rest of her
life.
Although married in 1844 at age 24, she never had
children and five years later, Tubman trekked North
to freedom. Her escape was aided by a white woman
who befriended her and provided contacts and
directions on how she could find a first home and
provided two names and directions on how she
might get to another home for further help. Once
she reached Philadelphia, she held a variety of jobs
and developed contacts with the anti-slavery
movement. Soon, she began to formulate a plan to
return South and guide her own family to freedom.
When the Fugitive Slave Law was passed in 1850, it
stated that escaped slaves could be captured in the
North and returned to slavery, leading to the
abduction of former slaves and free Black people
living in Free States. Law enforcement officials in
the North were compelled to aid in the capture of
slaves, regardless of their personal principles. Many
Northerners resented the power of the Southern
states to dictate federal policy on fugitives.
Participation in the Underground Railroad
dramatically increased. After the passage of this law,
Harriet couldn’t trust the federal government and so
she took her groups of escaped slaves to Canada,
where she felt it was safer and the country
prohibited slavery.
In 1854, Congress passed the Kansas-Nebraska Act
which repealed earlier legislation restricting the
expansion of slavery in new territories seeking
statehood. Violence occurred and anti-slavery
activist John Brown reacted with violence during
the “Pottawatomie Massacre” that spring. Violence
continued as Congress and the Supreme Court
denied citizenship to Enslaved Peoples. With this
increase in politics and anti-slavery sentiment, a
new anti-slavery Republican president named
Abraham Lincoln took office.
In Philadelphia, Harriet Tubman came to know the
anti-slavery people who would support her. She
frequently stayed at the home of William Still and
received support from James & Lucretia Mott, both
white, Quaker anti-slavery supporters.

Author Humez quoted Tubman in 1856, “Now I’ve
been free, I know what a dreadful condition slavery is. I
have seen hundreds of escaped slaves, but never saw
one who was willing to go back and be a slave...I think
slavery is the next thing to hell. If a person would sell
another into bondage, he would it appears to me, be
bad enough to send him into hell, if he could.”
Abolitionist William Still, a
prominent civil rights activist,
coined the term Underground
Railroad” and was one of the chief
“conductors” in Pennsylvania. He
helped as many as 800 Enslaved
Peoples to achieve freedom. He
interviewed each person and kept
Source: Still Family, meticulous records, including a
Temple University,
brief biography and the destination
1898.
of each person. He kept these
records hidden but knew the accounts would be
critical in aiding future reunion between family
members.
Harriet Tubman would return to the South numerous
times rescuing members of her family and other
slaves, bringing them North to freedom. She became a
noted speaker, well-connected with anti-slavery
organizations in the North and personal friends with
many anti-slavery and abolitionist people. They
funded her trips South as well as helped her family as
Born in 1804, Elijah Funk
Pennypacker was an educated
man who had a variety of
professional jobs from educator
to land surveyor, realtor and
public official, where he was a
principal mover in the
establishment of public schools.
His career took a turn when he
joined the Society of Friends in Source: housedividabout 1841, and for many years ed.dickinson.edu
he devoted himself to the
abolition movement, becoming President of the local,
Chester County and State anti-slavery societies.
He was an active manager of the “Underground
Railroad,” and his house, White Hill Farm in Chester
County, saw the majority of fugitives proceeding
through the southern districts of Eastern
Pennsylvania on their way to freedom. Poet John G.
Whittier said of Elijah, “In mind, body, and brave
championship of the cause of freedom he was one of
the most remarkable men I ever knew, July 1923.”
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“So it was with me,” she said, “I had crossed the line. I was free; but there was no one to welcome me to
the land of freedom. I was a stranger in a strange land; and my home, after all, was down in Maryland,
because my father, my mother, my brothers, and sisters, and friends were there. But I was free, and they
should be free.”
—Harriet Tubman

they struggled to live in the North. One such
abolitionist was Elijah Funk Pennypacker.
When her party was organized, they would always
begin the trip on a Saturday night, because
advertisements could not be sent out on Sunday,
which gave them a one day advance to escape. Then
the pursuers would start after them. Advertisements
would be posted everywhere. There was one reward
of $12,000 offered for the head of the woman who
was constantly appearing and enticing away parties
of slaves from their master. Harriet had traveled in
railroad cars when these posters were put up over
her head, and she heard them read by those about
her—as she could not read herself. Fearlessly, she
went on, trusting in the Lord. She said, “I started
with this idea in my head, ‘Dere’s two things I’ve got a
right to do, and dese are, Death or Liberty— one or
the other I mean to have. No one will take me back
alive; I shall fight for my liberty, and when de time has
come for me to go, de Lord will let dem kill me.”
It is impossible to know the number of trips Harriet
made to rescue her people as she didn’t keep track
of the dates.
Whenever she raised money enough to pay
expenses, she would make her way back, hide
herself, and in various ways give notice to those who
were ready to strike out for freedom. By night she
traveled, many times on foot over mountains,
through forests, and across rivers.
On her last trip South, one woman carried a baby all
the way and brought two other children that Harriet
and the other men in her group helped. They had a
piece of old quilt which was placed in a basket and
then kindling, and a little bread for the baby. They
gave the baby some laudanum, to keep it from crying
during the day. They walked all night, carrying the
baby and spread a blanket for the children to sleep
on the frozen ground. Dense thickets helped to hide
the group on their journey. Harriet would hunt for

food at night and use a whistle sound to find her
group. They walked by night, hiding by day, and
using song codes for secret communication.
Tubman received a letter from Frederick Douglass
where he lamented about the differences between
them with regard to slavery:
August 29, 1868 Rochester
Dear Harriet: I am glad to know
that the story of your eventful life
has been written by a kind lady,
and that you do not need when
you call upon me for a word of
commendation. I need such words Above: Frederick
from you more than you need
Douglass
Source:
them from me, especially where
our superior labors and devotion NorthJersey.com
to the cause of the lately enslaved
of our land are known as I know them. The differences
between us is very marked. Most that I have done and
suffered in the service of our cause has been in public,
and I have received much encouragement at every step
of the way. I have wrought in day – you in night. I have
had the applause of the crowd and the satisfaction that
comes with being approved by the multitude , while the
most that you have done has been witnessed by a few
trembling, scarred, and foot-sore bondsmen and
women, whom you have led out of the house of bondage
and whose heartfelt “God bless you” has been your only
reward. The midnight sky and the silent stars have
been witness of your devotion to freedom and of your
heroism. Excepting John Brown—of sacred memory—I
know of no one who has willingly encountered more
perils and hardships to serve our enslaved people than
you have. Much that you have done would seem
improbable to those who do not know you as I know
you. It is to me a great pleasure and great privilege to
bear testimony to your character and your works, and
to say to those to whom you may come, that I regard
you in every way truthful and trustworthy.”
Your friend,
Frederick Douglass
During the Civil War, Harriet was sent to South
Carolina where she provided medical help to
Harriet Tubman cont. on pg 4
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“A few years hence and we seem to see a gathering where the wrongs of earth will be righted, and Justice,
long delayed, will assert itself, and perform its office . Then not a few of those who had esteemed themselves the
wise and noble of this world, “will begin with shame to take the lowest place;” while upon Harriet’s dark head a
kind of hand will be placed, and in her ear a gentle voice will sound saying, “Friend! Come up higher.”
—Author Sarah H. Bradford

soldiers suffering from dysentery, chicken pox, and
fevers. She made homemade remedies, which worked
well. Working day after day, she would work late into
the night. She would then go home and bake fifty pies
and gingerbread cakes and provide two casks of root
beer to the men. Harriet was often sent into rebel lines
as a spy for the Union Army. She brought back
valuable information about the positions of
Confederate armies and batteries. She would sell
contraband through the camps, which was used to
support her journeys down South. She never received
pay or a pension for her efforts.

Tubman’s friends
and supporters were
able to raise some
funds to support her.
Author Sarah H.
Bradford, wrote a
biography entitled.
Scenes in the Life of Above: Home of Harriet Tubman,
Harriet Tubman. The Auburn, NY. Source: Harriet Tubman
Historical Society
proceeds from the
book were given to Harriet to support her and her
family.

The Hon. Gerrit Smith wrote: “I have known Harriet
Tubman for many years. Seldom, if ever, have I met with
a person more philanthropic, more self-denying, and of
more bravery. Nor must I omit to say that she combines
with her sublime spirit, remarkable discernment and
judgement. (1867)”

Tubman continued to give freely in spite of her
economic woes. In 1903, she donated a parcel of her
land to the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in
Auburn. The Harriet Tubman Home for the Aged
opened on this site in 1908. Due to her own illnesses,
Harriet was admitted to the Home named in her honor,
where she died in 1913. She was buried with military
honors at Fort Hill Cemetery in Auburn., New York.

Bvt. Brig. Gen, USA Rufus Saxton, wrote a letter on
Harriet’s behalf stating: “I can bear witness to the value
of her services in South Carolina and Florida. She was
employed in hospitals and as a spy. She made many
raids inside enemy lines, displaying remarkable
courage, zeal, and fidelity. (1868)”
When she was asked why she wasn’t afraid to go back
South given the huge price on her head, she always
answered, “Why, don’t I tell you, Missus, t’wane, ‘twas
de Lord! I always tole him, ‘I trust to you. I don’t know
where to go or what to do, but I expect you to lead me,’
an’ he always did.”
Despite Harriet’s well-known reputation, she was
never financially secure. In early 1859, abolitionist
Senator William Seward had sold Harriet Tubman a
small piece of land on the outskirts of Auburn, New
York. The land in Auburn became a haven for
Tubman’s family and friends. Tubman spent the years
following the war on this property, tending to her
family and others who had taken up residence there.

Harriet Tubman was well-respected while she was
alive, however, after her death, she became an
American icon . Dozens of schools were named in her
honor and the Harriet Tubman Museum in Cambridge,
Massachusetts serves as a monument to her life. A
survey at the end of the 20th century named her as one
of the most famous civilians in American history before
the Civil War, third only to Betsy Ross and Paul Revere.
In 2016, the U.S. Treasury Department announced that
Harriet Tubman would replace Andrew Jackson on the
center of a new $20 bill. Today, her legacy continues to
inspire generations of Americans struggling for civil
rights in America.
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Saturday, June 4 4 pm
Bring a chair or blanket to sit on
Celebrate Juneteenth at Pennypacker Mills where we proudly present actress
Millicent Sparks, who will portray the most famous “conductor” of the
Underground Railroad, Harriet Tubman. Discover how Tubman helped
thousands of Enslaved Peoples to escape to freedom.
Millicent Sparks, is an accomplished actor/writer/producer, who has performed on local, regional and
international stages and in film and on television. A life-long history buff, Sparks develops and produces
living history performances, with particular emphasis on the African American experience.
Audience members will be enthralled by Spark’s portrayal of this American icon and no one will leave
without feeling the strong beliefs and determination with which this woman lived her life. Not to be
missed! After her portrayal, Millicent Sparks will respond in character to questions about Tubman’s life
in slavery, the Underground Railroad and the Civil War.
NOTE: Plan to arrive between 1-3:30 pm to tour the Pennypacker mansion (No reservations
required!) and pick up a brochure from the parking lot kiosk and enjoy walking the property on the
Treasure Hunt before the performance. See you there!

Samuel Pennypacker was a visionary who valued the past, but recognized the importance of the future. A man of
the 20th century, he used Progressive ideas to promote a better life for everyone. A historian, author, collector,
naturalist, gentleman farmer, soldier in the Civil War and Governor, he brought his knowledge and interests into
every decision.
The Friends of Pennypacker Mills invite you to continue Governor Pennypacker’s legacy by supporting
Pennypacker Mills and becoming a member of the Friends of Pennypacker Mills. You’ll enjoy the cultural,
historical and educational programming that the Friends sponsor year-round, including the highly popular Porch
Performances, and the very successful Craft Marketplace, which attracts over 100 vendors and 1,600 visitors to
the site. Your fresh ideas are welcome!
For more information on joining the Friends of Pennypacker Mills, visit: https://www.friendsppm.org
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A Visit to the General Store
Sat., May 14 10 am to 3 pm Free
Come into the General Store and learn about early 20th century
life in Schwenksville. Take on the role of a resident, shop for food
for your family, and try your hand at grinding grain, weighing
beans, choosing foods that are within your budget, and sorting
the mail. Look at the Community Bulletin Board for advertisements and the social events going on too. Mansion tours & Treasure Hunt activity available.
All ages welcome!

Vintage Base Ball at its Best!
Sat., June 25 1 to 3 pm Free
Bring a chair to sit on and enjoy base ball as it was played in the
early days. Root for the Athletic Base Ball Club of Philadelphia as
they play using vintage styled uniforms, handmade bats & balls,
and the rules of the day. Mansion tours & Treasure Hunt activity
(pick up brochure in parking lot kiosk) available. Bring a chair
or blanket to sit on.
All ages welcome!
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Born at Valley Forge, Galusha Pennypacker was an
only child who was brought up by his grandparents
and then his uncle, Elijah Pennypacker.

He was close to his second cousin, Samuel W.
Pennypacker. They shared the same greatgrandparents
Mattias
and
Mary
Custer
Pannebecker. Samuel wrote in his autobiography,
“When I was a child about seven years of age, my
father one day took me to a house on Nutt’s Road on
the north side about a half mile from Phoenixville and
within a short distance of the Corner Stores. In the
house was a modest, diffident boy, perhaps a little
larger than myself. My father said to me, “Sam, this is
your cousin, Galusha Pennypacker,” and we played
together in the yard. This was the start of a lifelong
kinship between two men.
After a private education, Galusha tried his hand at a
variety of jobs, but adventure
seemed to be calling to him. When
President Lincoln called for troops
to help in the Civil War, Galusha
volunteered to serve in the 9th PA,
a ninety-day regiment in 1861.
After turning down a higher rank,
he accepted the Quartermaster
Sergeant rank instead. A series of
promotions soon came his way and
by December, his new unit, the 97th PA took part in
a siege on Fort Pulaski in Georgia. The Fort
surrendered and soon his unit participated in other
battles throughout the South.
It was the Battle at Fort Fisher, located at Cape Fear,
North Carolina where Galusha’s leadership and
bravery shown bright. A combined naval and land
assault on the rebel fort gave Galusha the
opportunity to lead his men of the 97th PA through
a hail of bullets. The color bearer was shot down
and Galusha picked up the flag and led his men over
the third traverse where he planted the colors. He

was then severely wounded but would recover. He
was hailed as the “Hero of Fort Fisher.” The capture
of Fort Fisher closed the last seaport to the
Confederacy and in a few months the war would be
over.
After a lengthy recovery at Fort Monroe, Galusha
resigned his commission in 1866. He was then
made a Colonel in the Regular Army. He served in
the South during Reconstruction, being adored by
the people in Nashville, Mississippi and New
Orleans before transferring to Fort Riley, Kansas.
He retired from the military in 1883 and returned
to live in Philadelphia. His rank was Brevetted
Major General. For distinguished bravery in the
Battle of Fort Fisher, Galusha was awarded the
Medal of Honor in 1891. The citation states, “This is
the highest distinction that can be conferred upon
an American soldier. None but a soldier who served
under him and followed wherever he led can
appreciate his magnificent soldiership which joined
to his kindness to his inferiors, and to his spotless
integrity made him indeed the officer without fear
and without reproach.”
He presented Samuel with several
items from his career, which are
now part of the collection here at
Pennypacker Mills. Samuel and
Galusha
had
corresponded
throughout their lifetimes and
passed away just a month apart in
1916. Next time you drive on the
Franklin Parkway & 19th Street in Philadelphia,
take note of the Memorial to Galusha Pennypacker
which is located on Logan Circle. It is a monument
to a true American patriot who never sought
notoriety nor recognition for his deeds. He was a
soldier’s soldier.
Celebrating the 180th birthday of
Galusha Pennypacker

Pennypacker Mills
5 Haldeman Road
Schwenksville, PA 19473

Tree Swallows are handsome aerialists with deep-blue iridescent
backs and clean white fronts. They are a familiar sight at
Pennypacker Mills where they chase after flying insects with
acrobatic twists and turns, their steely blue feathers flashing in the
sunlight. Tree Swallows nest in tree cavities; but they also readily
take up residence in nest boxes, like this one!

Montgomery Board of Commissioners:
Valerie Arkoosh, MD, MPH, Chair
Kenneth E. Lawrence, Jr. Vice Chair
Joseph C. Gale, Commissioner
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Porch Performance:
Fire in the Hole!
Sat., July 16 4 pm
Free
Sponsored by:
The Friends of Pennypacker Mills
Coal was the fuel of the American Industrial Revolution and non one knew the dangers of “life
below ground” better than Irish coal miner,
Frank Kehoe. Historian Rich Pawling brings to
life what it was like to work in the coal mines of
Pennsylvania through a performance and musical accompaniment. Bring a chair to sit on; outdoors. All ages welcome!

Boomerang Workshop
Sat., July 30 10 am to 12 pm Free
Learn about this popular toy of the early 1900’s
and how to make a cardboard boomerang. This
is an outdoor workshop. All materials provided.
Mansion open for guided tours. All ages welcome!
Pre-registration preferred for the workshop. Call 610-287-9349 to pre-register
for a guided tour of the mansion & the
boomerang workshop.

For a complete list of our events for 2022, please use our QR code:

